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Introduction

The contribution of MFL to the Primary school curriculum

Learning a foreignlanguage is liberation frominsularity and provides an opening to other
cultures. A high-quality languages education should foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their
understanding of the world. The teaching should enable pupils to express theirideas and
thoughtsinanotherlanguage andto understand and respond toits speakers, bothinspeech
and inwriting. It should also provide opportunities forthem to communicate for practical
purposes learn new ways of thinking and read great literature in the original language.
Language teaching should provide the foundation forlearning furtherlanguages, equipping
pupilstostudyand workin othercountries.

Aims

The MFL Curriculum aims to:

e fosteraninterestinlearning otherlanguages;

e introduce youngchildrentootherlanguagesinawaythatis enjoyableandfun;

e stimulate and encourage children’s curiosity about language;

e encourage childrento be aware that language has structure and that structure
differsfrom one language to another;

e helpthechildrendeveloptheirawareness of cultural differencesin other countries;

e helpchildrendeveloptheirspeakingand listening skills;

e laythe foundations forfuture study;

e extendlanguage teaching beyond mothertongue learning.

Foundation and Key Stage 1

Modern Foreign languages (MFL) are not required to be taughtin Foundation and Key Stage
1, but opportunities willbe available within the school year during topiclessons or special
days where children are exposed to otherlanguages and cultures. A Spanish clubis available
for childrento participatein.
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Key Stage 2 Objectives

The national curriculumfor languages aims to ensure that all pupils:

e understand and respond to spoken and written language from avariety of authentic
sources

e speakwithincreasingconfidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of
communicating whatthey want to say, including through discussion and asking
questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and
intonation

e can write at varyinglength, fordifferent purposes and audiences, using the variety
of grammatical structures thatthey have learnt

e discoveranddevelopanappreciation of arange of writingin the language studied.

The children are taught how to:

e listenattentively to spokenlanguage and show understanding by joininginand
responding

o explore the patternsand sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the
spelling, sound and meaning of words

e engageinconversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to
those of others; seek clarification and help

e speakinsentences, using familiarvocabulary, phrases and basiclanguage structures

e developaccurate pronunciation andintonation so that others understand when they
are readingaloud orusing familiar words and phrases

e presentideasandinformation orally toarange of audiences

e read carefullyand show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing

e appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymesinthe language

e broadentheirvocabularyand develop theirability to understand new words that are
introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary

e understand basicgrammarappropriate tothe language being studied, key features
and patterns of the language; and how these differfrom or are similarto English.

Allocation:

Spanishistaughtonce a weekin Key Stage 2 classes and the lessons last 30- 40 minutes
long. There may be opportunities forshortersessions e.g. before lunch, to consolidate
learningthrough songs. There may also be opportunities forteachersto sethomework
within Language lessons butitis not compulsory.
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Equal Opportunities and Inclusion

We are aware that pupils bring to school different experiences, interests and strengths that
willinfluencethe wayin whichtheylearn, and we take thisinto consideration when

planning approachesto teachingand learning which will allowall pupils to participate fully
and effectively.

The scheme of work is designed to cater for pupils working at different levels. Itis also
designedto be challengingand raise expectations. We recognise thatall classes have
children of widely differing abilities. Suitable opportunities are provided forall children by
matching the challenge of the task to the ability and experience of the pupil. We planto
allow all to achieve, building self-esteem and fulfilling ouraim to give all pupils the
opportunity to experience successin learning and to achieve as high a standard as possible.

Thisisachieved by, for example,

e settingcommon tasks which are open ended and can have a variety of responses:

e settingtasksof increasingdifficulty (notall pupils completeall tasks);

e groupingpupilsaccordingto ability in the room and setting different tasks foreach
group;

e providingresources of different complexities. matched to the ability of the child;

e usingadditional resourcesto supportthe work of individual children / groups of
children.

Assessment and Recording

Most assessmentis formative and assessmentis through questioning. Alanguage learning
record is kept within the child’s book to indicate what skills and themes have been covered.
A portfoliois kept of sample work and displays. MFLwork will be marked inline with the
school policy on marking. Forreporting purposes aninformal comment of the levelofa
pupil’s capability will be given in reports to parents.

Assessment will be based onthe language learning ladders. Each year group will have a
target sheetthatis based on the MFL objectives for listening, reading, writing and cultural
understanding. These are to be attached to the folder/ book. Children are to self-assess
before teacherassessment.
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Community Links

Links with the local secondary school are being developed to ensure continuity asthe
children progress to Key Stage 3.

Subject Development

The MFL Coordinatoris responsible for supporting colleaguesin the teaching of MFL
providing astrategiclead and direction forthe subjectin school. The coordinatoris also
responsible for evaluating strengths and weaknesses inthe subjectand identifyingareas for
improvement and development.

Policy Review

This policy has been produced collaboratively andis a reflection of the shared values of the
staff. It will be implemented during the spring term of 2018. It will be reviewed every two
years; or earlierif there are significant changes. In the firstinstance this will be inthe spring
term 2020. The learning projects are continuously reviewed and modified as appropriate.
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